
ith just two days in St. Petersburg on the 
Viking Homelands Cruise with Viking 
Cruises, I had some tough choices about what 

to see. I could have easily spent weeks exploring the 
city’s  rich Soviet  history,  fine art  and architecture, 
music, opera, and ballet. Ultimately, I chose to take 
one full day for a “behind closed doors” tour of the 
Hermitage Museums and a second full day to explore 
the St. Petersburg Metro. 

The Metro system in St. Petersburg turned out to be 
one of the highlights of my cruise, and it is a hidden 
treasure  of  the  city  that  might  not  immediately 
come to mind for a traveler. But it really is a sight to 
behold. In fact, our guide described each station as a 
unique “theme park” about the culture and history 
of Russia.

The  Metro  is  one  of  the  deepest  systems  in  the 
world with some of the longest escalators extending 
to a whopping 130 meters deep into the earth.
 
With the purchase of a single 45-ruble token (around 
$0.69  USD  and  #0.90  CAD),  I  entered  one 
subterranean  world  after  another.  The  Metro  was 
first contemplated in the 1940s when the city was 
still called Leningrad; however, it was not until the 
1950s  when  the  Leningradsky  Metropolitan  was 

constructed and eventually opened on November 15, 
1955. 

These “Palaces of the People,” as the Soviets called 
them,  were  designed  to  be  unique  subterranean 
palaces  providing  a  permanent  public  display  of 
Russian history and art.

Kirovskiy-Vyborgskaya Red Line 
With 69 stations on five lines to traverse, I saw as 
much as  I  could in the time I had for that single 
metro  ticket.  Highlights  included  riding  on  the 
oldest line, the Kirovskiy-Vyborgskaya Red Line and 
ascending, by far, the longest escalator I’d ever been 
on. 
 
There  are  seven  stations  on  the  M1  Kirovskiy-
Vyborgskaya  Red  Line,  and  each  was  more  jaw-
dropping  than  the  next.  Whereas  our  subways 
systems in North America are purely functional, with 
the odd splash of public art, in St. Petersburg, each 
was  a  masterpiece  of  art,  architecture,  and 
storytelling about Russia. 

The  system  was  intuitive  and  relatively  easy  to 
navigate. Signage was in Russian and English, and a 
system  map  was  available.  I  entered  at  Avtovo 
Station  on  the  Red  Line  and  stopped  at  the 
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“…they’re a place to 
preserve Russian art 

and history  
where it can be 

displayed  
to the public. 

~ Unknown
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